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Ir. F. L. otrasser & ¥rs. F. K. Strasser {nee ‘mry L. Blasckburn)

In Freopria Fersona
For Protestant

Hemet Valley ell Cwners Organization J. ¥. Dilworth
Tahquitz Yutual ater Co. ¥o appesrance
Fruitvale Iitual Tater Co. - Fats} appeaiance

Z{AMINER: Hereld Conkling, Deputy in Charge of .ater Rizhts,
Pivision of .ater H2aources, Department of Fublie Liorks,
State of Callfornia.
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szplication 414

R

13 was filed on Jazwat 5, 1924 by Dr. F. . ZirBsaer.

0n Hovember 7, 1924 a 77/155 intarest in the applicaticn was asaigned to iary

«8L0re Bleskiburn who has sines married Tr. Strsasser.




Applicaticn £143 preposes an &”Drbprl& lon of 1.83 cubic'feet per

second throughout the entire yeer frowm Bautista Cenyon tritutary to Uan
Jacinto River for domestie and irr;:atiod purctoses on 153 seres of land of
which it w3 stated 75 amcres were owmed oy lary Lezore 3laeckburn, The roint
of diversion is within the SZi of I of Section 12, T. 6 5.5 R. 1 E.,
S.B.3. & lIe The applicetion was protested By Tahquitz Mutual Jater Compeny,
-Eemet Valie§ #6ll Uwners Organizetion and Fruitvale lutual ﬁatér Cazpeny.

| PROTESTS

“ The Ilemet Valley Well Cmmers Crzanization and Tahouitz Iutusl Tater

: Company, of which it is a mexmber, divsrt froas wells lossted in the vieinity of
Buutista vwash bslow applieant's-propcsea poiﬁt of diversion. They alleze in
effect that the proposed diversion would result in.diminishiﬁg their already
iInsufficient water supply. | |

The Fruitvale lutual Vater Comp mpeny divsrts from Sen Jacinto River just

belcw the janction of zahtista Canycn and the San Jacinte River. It alleges'
that in evary year except vears cf he gavy runoif ihe awmount of vateT to which it
is entitled and would put to beneficial use will be decreased to the extent of

the diversion mwade by applicants under ipplication 4143.

HEARTNG EEID IV ACCOWTANCE 7ITH SECTICN l1a
07 TH3 GATSR Cuizn SSTNF =0T

Application 4143 was cormleted in eccordance with the Vater Cozmission
4ct and the requirements of the'Rules and Regulations of the Division of Water
Resourcex and being rrotested was set for e publie heariﬁg in accofdance with
Section la of the Viater Gcmmission Act oL Tsoecber 3, 1931 at IO;CO o'clock
4. Y, in Council Chember, City Eall, Riverside, Califoriim. (£ this héartng
2zplicants and protestants were duly znotified. |

L’D‘.UGR?;‘ HY A0 SZYSIOGRATHY

Bautigta Greek, the source of the pronosed eporopristion, rises in
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the vieinity of Zeoazhuilas and Thomes mousntaine and flows nerthwesterly,

‘paralleling the direction of the San JTaeinto llountain Jsuge to its ;unctiez

with the Zen Jacinto Riwer at a polnt about one ald a Zalf miles northwest

of the tovn of 7allevista. The watershed cormprisés scme £ifty-sight square

miles of whish zabout thirsy-two souare miles is sbovs the »roposed diversion

~poirt. of the applicant =2nd is zenerally of low elavaticn. while there are

t]

no direst records cf runoff svzilable, ftie flow iz z7mall 2nd intermittent

“exeespt during hsavy storms. Er, 3 T Zarging in his Hegert on Zan Iacinto

River Hydrosravhic Investization estizmtes ithe sezscopal runoff of Sautista

1

Creek at Pifty-seven sers feet n=r sguare mile of watershed,
Bautista Creek draips an ares cousisting lzrgely of the older

-

alluvium. The surface runoff is szmall and Ur, Harding states that it is

probavle that there may be absorpticn into the alluvium =2long 2autista Jreek

“whisk eventually jolus tle sroind water in the main valley aTeas.  The runcf?

" reaching the maln vellsy area 1s larzely zround vaser as the surface Plow

ocecurs only occasionally. EBautista Creex has erodsd a cheinsl into the older

e

alluvium for some distance along its course =0d suek ghannel appears %o be

sufficient {o absorb tiz usual runoff, Lr. Earding states that if sueh ground

water renzins iz the more recent surfsecs material along the channel, its

‘direction of movexent is more probably to the sast of Fack Hill, but if the

absorption snters the underlying clder alluvium, its direction of movezent

is uncertaln, dut may be :ore'largely to tae west of Pack Hill). He states

» .
that the ground water conlours indiemte 2 rouable movement of grouny maier

1n %he @irection of flow of Bautiasta Creek into the area gouth of Park Hill,

ot

such water beirg pessibly derived eitier from the Fautista Creek drzizarce area

or Irom water entering the older alluvium elong ssn Jeelints River above tha szTead-

ing aress,




DISCUSSTON

~

Some twenty three yéars azo Xre Frad Blasckburn, formar'hasbagd.of
--Mﬁs. ¥. . Strasser initisted an appreoriative rigﬁt gris. davalop'GG miner's
inches of water in 3autista Canyon. About 30 or 25 sinar's'inches Wers
developed b&'msans of tumnels and the water was cocunveyed by plpe line to
abcu£:100 geres of orghard; In 1813 there was & savere eérthquaké which
shattered thé'timbers of the tunnel and destroysd s portien of the pipe 1ine.
'_An atte"pt was made to repa;r the damagze without success and 1t was decldea
to develop a water supply at & polnt upstream and &apl*cation 4143 WES Con-
sequently filed on August 5, 1924. A year later 40 niner's 1ncnas of water_
was developed end hes besn used on tie Blacxburn ranch. Ko further daveldﬁﬁent
at'the.proposeﬁ point of diversion is contemplated.
It is applicantS' bpinien, appsrently that the waters which he seeks to
'divert ara percolatinv waters, but in view ¢f the testimony nresented at the
' hearing to the effect that the diversion wes made 1ln s nerrow canyon in which
a% times the water flowed on the surface, it would appear that the source of
appropriation.was:a definite underzround channal the flow therein being subject
‘fo appropriation under the Vater Comission Act.
' Applicants contend that taey are using the gama water to whieh riont was
‘originally initiatsd but at a different point of diversion and that they are
riparian to tﬂe strsam.
The prctestant uemet Valley “all Owners Cfaanization was'thé oniy
protéstant represented at tha hearing. 7This protestant doéa ﬁot cbiecs t5 the
. use by the apélicants of any water to which they may have alread? agguired a
rizht dut objects sgricusly_fa the initlation of a new right.
| Thisﬁffice is not_sgfficiently adyisad as to the validit& of apﬁlicaﬁia‘

former right to venture an opinion thereon but unless such right has.been lost
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by abandornicent or non-user, it wuui&,appear'that asplicants wduld be entitled
to the ‘use of the rater now beinz diverted ani that the point of divarslon
may bs changed provided g“at prior rights are not interfered with. Cartainly
old right couid not he confirmed or. strengthened by the filing of an application
with this office. | _

The members of Hemst Well {wners Orgmaization are dependeht upon rater
. pumped from wells in the area south of Fark Hill and consider that Bautistg |
‘Canycn is the priﬁcipal.source of replenishmént,of the underg:ouna supplyf"They
 c1aim.that the.amount of water pumped from the underground basin has for many
-‘-yéars exceeded thae estimated absorption and that cn account of tne large
-__investmgnt required to lift the water from the lowsring Wauar plane, adjoining
- ranch owners in Hemet Vhlley have associated in mtusl rater campanles and have
sunk wells and installed pumps costing upwards of five thousand doliars each..
1Theae nmtual water companies, proteatant alleges, had put =all this water to
.':.benefi~ial use prior to tne filing of Application 4;43 heavy over-drarts are
nade on the underground storaﬂe. and any . diversion from Bautista Creek would
deprive existing users of water to which they are entitled.

In support of this allagzation protestants cite the "Report on San
Iacinto River hydrovrapnlc Investigation 1922" by . T. Harding. mh;s report
wasg prepared under the direction of this office after a comrehensive invasti-_
:-gation of water resources of the drainage srea of San Jaeinto River and thnir
utilizatinn during the years 1921 and i9z2z2. On page 90 cr that Teport ir.
_Harding indicates that the entire averazs rmactf of Bautista Creek has been
used and ther° is no surplus water subject to approprid ation.

In view of thess facts it is the opinion of this office that¥Application'

4143 should be rejecfed'on the grourds of lack of unappropristed water in Bauﬁista

Canvon.




ORIER

Application 4143 for a permit %o appropriate water having been

filed with the Division of .ater Resources as above stated, rrolests:

havi“g bu-“ filed, & publie hearing having been held and the Div1°10n of

Water Hesources now being fully informed in the'premises:

CIT I8 HEREBY CRE“?JD that Applicsation élé& ba rejeﬂted and

‘eancelled upon the resords of the Divisioca af Hater Zesgources.

- WITUES3 my nand and the sesl of the Department of Fublie Jorkas

e u P | - .
of ‘the State of Caliifcrniam, this Cffﬁ day of ?‘&.w..-z..‘_xw . leza

EDWARD HYATT, State Englneer

Deputy

AES:)

Prékersd on Tecerbsr 31, 1931
Typed on Jenusry 7, 1932
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